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Abstract

Microtoponymy represents the world as it is seen by a rural resident, a toiler, the world in which he lives,
which he contemplates, senses, comprehends, cognizes, reflects and reflects — the immersion of a villager
in specific conditions of life. And this diversity is reflected in toponymic names. The subject of this study
is a review of the main types of geogenic microtoponymic names in the territory of the peoples of
Dagestan, which are one of the components of their toponymic worldview. They, as the most ancient
onyms by their origin, are of particular value for research, contain information about the nominated
geographical object, give an idea of human life and the relationship between society and nature. The
study of geogenic formations, as the most ancient lexical strata, is relevant in terms of identifying their
potential in objectification of the physical and natural conditions of the Avar ethnic group, the type and
characteristics of economic activity, allows you to establish a historical past, restore the boundaries of
settlement. They reflect any real or metaphorical features of the object. The names of the Avar geogenic
objects are considered from the point of view of the principles of their nomination, their specificity is
revealed and characteristic features are highlighted through a systematic description of the onomastic
vocabulary of a particular region. Once arisen, microtoponymy was developing gradually, in parallel with
mankind which for centuries has been characterized by both the appropriating and production types of
economy.
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1. Introduction

Microtoponymy is closely connected with the surrounding reality, with a person, his
consciousness, his spiritual and practical activities. It represents the world as it is seen by a rural resident,
a toiler, the world in which he lives, which he contemplates, senses, comprehends, cognizes, reflects and
reflects — the immersion of a villager in specific conditions of life. Microtoponymy distinguishes names
of geogenic and anthropogenic objects. Reflecting certain features of geographical objects, they give an
idea of human life and the relationship of society and nature. The natural-anthropogenic system consists
of natural systems partially altered by human activity. Examples of natural anthropogenic systems include
mountain meadows under the influence of grazing. Anthropogenic environment consists of man-made
natural systems, which, however, develop under the constant influence of man. Human settlements
present the most altered nature. And this diversity is reflected in toponymic names (Tagirova & Khalilov,
2018).

2. Problem Statement

The toponymy of Dagestan is considered both as a specific toponymic space, and as a kind of
toposystem. In any language system, there is a special category called the propriety category, which “...
can be represented as a class of language elements — words, names, distinguished, existing on the basis of
such a general parameter as the relation to the object of reality (person, living being, object) established in
the process of endowing, naming it with a special, special name for marking purposes and being the
cumulative result of this naming” (Klimkova, 2008, p. 43).

The category of propriety is opposed to the appellatives (common nouns) onyms (proper names).
A toponym is the proper name of any geographical object (Podolskaya, 1978). A microtoponym is the
proper name of a small natural physical-geographical or human-created object which is known within a
small group of people living in one place and which usually reflects the nature and properties of the
named object (Popov, 2007). Moreover, according to Aldinger (2008), “a plan of onyms' content can be
more complicated than a common name, because proper names, as a rule, have vivid national-cultural
semantics” (p. 37).

The scientific novelty of the study is due to the fact that geogenic formations are presented as the
most ancient lexical strata of a toponymic system, based on an analysis of its functional properties and a
systematic description of onomastic vocabulary of a particular region.

3. Research Questions

The subject of the research is the linguistic features of the names of geogenic objects of Dagestan
in the areas where Avars, Andeans, Dargins and Lezghins live. We consider the subject of research from
the point of view of the history of the emergence of a toponym, its etymology, distribution area, lexical-

semantic classification and structural-derivational characteristics.
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4. Purpose of the Study

The aim of this study is the analysis, description and preparation of material for the vocabulary
representation of geogenic object names within the toponymic system of Dagestan, presented on the
example of the Avar, Andean, Dargin and Lezgin languages. Geogenic objects being the most ancient are
of particular value for research. They, as the most ancient onyms are of particular value for research,
contain information about the nominated geographical object, give an idea of human life and the
relationship between society and nature.

The main goal of the simultaneous study of toponyms of a given region is to determine the

organization of different toponyms of one territory and establish a toponymic system.

5. Research Methods

During this study, in addition to general scientific research methods, a descriptive one is a main
one. The geographical method of toponymic research is based on the use of popular geographic terms.

The cartographic method is used to establish patterns of placement of toponymic phenomena, the
dynamics of their development in time, spatial relationships and dependencies, both between individual
toponymic facts, and between them and various kinds of social and natural realities reflected on maps. A
full description and analysis of toponymic should always include historical research methods. Toponyms
reflect the relationship of man to nature that has developed over a long historical period. But the main
methods of our research are linguistic: etymological, formant and word-formation and semantic analysis

of toponyms (Tagirova & Khalilov, 2018).

6. Findings

Microtoponymy distinguishes the names of geogenic objects created by nature, forming a natural
landscape: forests, meadows, streams, ravines, hills, etc., and the names of anthropogenic ones created by
man as a result of the use and transformation of natural and geographical objects: fields, gardens, ponds
and etc. (Abdullaev, 1965; Otsemieva-Tagirova, 2017). In order to distinguish anthropogenic and
geogenic objects by residents in a certain territory, proper names are used and are still being used —
microtoponyms. Therefore, it makes sense to say that microtoponyms are individualized names of
geogenic objects (created by nature) and anthropogenic ones (modified natural, as well as created by man
in the process of his economic activity).

Noting the features of natural geographical objects, people have always sought to give them
names — markers that serve to find ways around. The smallest details did not escape the attention of a
person, therefore the motivation for the names is different.

Depending on the principles of nomination of geographical names on the territory of Gergebilsky,
Gumbetovsky, Kazbekovsky, Khunzakhsky, Akushinsky, Dakhadaevsky, Kaitagsky, Levashinsky,
Sergokalinsky Districts, the following groups of microtoponyms are distinguished:

e based on characteristics of the object itself (qualitative);

e connected with man and his activities (possessive);

e based on the location of the object (locative).
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Among microtoponyms, the largest group consists of the names of geogenic objects of a

qualitative nature. The following subgroups are available here:

according to the shape of the object: Avar: Uenrénpoxs (baksaa) — “forest that looks like a tin
can”, Xparaxp — “at the pots”, Tlaccaxpar — “an upper pan”, Xsar — “pan”, ['bOopKpaxbar
“lower pan”, Bopskyne rouran (reamwt reytln) — “flying hollows, hollows, beams ”, Bonsona
reapac — “a cliff on the stairs”, 3anurla — "a mountain resembling a boundary or gravestone”,
Kaptlynoxwo — “hole-cave”, Xbenékuruo “hill — crest ”, I'lancaroxI “hill — staff ", 3anranroxI
— from 3anranm — "earrings (like a hare)";"hill — earrings ", Tluny 6uxsymnape6 klklam -"endless
gorge", I'lapaxs — “the mountain is a haystack”, Klunareopkso — “between two mountains”,
[orsomerlep — “mountain Shokho”, Mulroxlan — “nine mountains”, berlep roxI — “sharp
mountain”, YuaguroxI — “Chinchi mountin”, Yletlepad o0 — “a narrow hob", Hyximyn mo6 —
"a range with the road", I'lebmo6 -"a wide range", I1ln6cad — "Shibsab Mount , berlepa6
merlep — "a sharp mountain”.

The Lezgin language: Spreu rypae — “a long slope”, Kpyn alukap — “four pieces — slope”;

The Dargin language: Illypmna xyGypa — “a mountain of Boulders”, Kpanana 6ekl — “a head of the

Fortress”,

Xpap makkuna 0ekl — “a head of the lower lift”, Keymyp Oyxklana kesike — “a bump on the tray

of the hill”, Xmpuna xbsi6 “Neck of Khizri”, Klanrloyklna anyOypa — “a mountain of dropping”,

Tlapxws0ap aydypa — "a holed mountain", I'lssmGena map — “a pile of layers”, Tramna xpamu — “drum

house (premises)”, Kapuna 6srl — “slope of a bakery”.

by color: the Avar language: Ylerlep rlop — "black river", Ulerlep poxs — "black forest",
Ylerlep tana — "black glade", Ylerlep 6axenbu — "black sun", Ylerlepacyn xyp — "field of
black", Ulerlep xpymnsu -"a black shade sun", Ylerlep3asuks — "by the black thorn”,
Ylerlepab Hoxbo — “a black cave”, Ulerlepad nmm — “a black spring”, Klamalerlepux — “at the
black mouth”,Ylérlepatlamy — “black lump”, Ulerlepas umsicyn ccan — “hayforel of a black
man”, XwpaxIpoxs — “white forest”, Xpaxlad mpap «a white river", Xpaxladb xyp «a white
field», Xpaxlaumn — "a white spring", Xpaxlab Hoxbo — "a White cave", Xpaxlab rlypo — "a
white turf", XpaxIa6 klxlam — "a white ravine", Xpaxlab kypakyxsb -«by the white apricot tree"”,
Xpaxlab Hoxwoayn klklamaxe — "by the ravine of the white cave", Barlapa6 keypu — "a red
rock", Barlapxlatluklklax -"gorge with a red clay", Barlapklxlan — "a red gorge", Barlapa6
Kbypyn HOXBO — "a cave of the red rock", barlapa Hoxbo — "a red cave", barlapa6 kIxlananbyn
romor — "a valley of the red gorge", barlapiapanabans — "reddish area", barlapa0 maiinan — "a
red valley", barlapa6 xwpupy6akl — "locality with red sandstone", I'lypuuannpoxs — "“green
forest", I'lypuunna xIop — "a green lake", Mece-mun xlop- "a golden lake", Meceaun roxI — "a
golden hill", Mecemun rrorpoms — "by golden stones", XwaxIum xkeypu — "a blue rock",
Xpaxlumab Hoxbo — «a blue cave", Illaxlmmab ranuluxs — "by a grey rock", IlaxInna6
ryxluxp — "by a grey hill", XsaxIuklxlan — "to the gorge where the river flows through blue

land";

The Lezgin language: fApy xbui -“red small hill”, Ylynas parap — “black rocks”, Muulu xybiep —

“dark grooves”, Jlaity parap — “white rocks”,Ulynae mum -“black rotten rock”, Muulu xysnep — “dark

grooves”;
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The Dargin language: Utlun rlsayunnna kpattr — “red clay ravine”, I{IsB rlsHuunnna rlsauayxs
— “white clay deposit”, KpapacyB rluamm -“black water source”, Xluntlena 0sxI — “red slope”,
Xpanmlana xpBa xbs10 — "the heights of blue tilled field", Byxspyula mrypu — "yellow rock" , XIuatlun me
rluan — “red spring water”, Xpantla rluau — “blue spring”, L{Iy6a rluawnm — “white spring”, Byxbyre
rluan — “yellow water spring”.

e by natural resources: the Avar language: Puxlklunoxsd from «pukIxl» -“Alum Cave”,

I'epxbpuHOXBO — “a cave with earthen lumps”;

The Lezgin language: Kwusun gepe — "golden ravine", Hake arpysHmait men — "the slope where
clay is mined";

The Dargin language: XIsrynar gy6ypa — “silicon mountain”, I{Iuil6ykpkpania mepu — “a pond
of leeches”, lp3enna kpartu — “a gorge of forest onions”, XIsukyma kparTi — “a gorge of wild garlic”,
KlBapac rlsauununa rlsaaayxs — “pottery (construction (yellow, sticky) clay", I'sypreysna kpartana
xpxbyHH -“the road of the gorge of stones” (in the territory of the village of Amuzgi gurgul “a hard rock
of stone from which millstones were made for mills”).

e according to the size of the object: the Avar language: I'larlupaklklazanpyn kpypait — “rocks
of the wide gorge”, I'larlumaxixlan — “a wide gorge”, KlymsHoxpd — “a big cave”,
KsBauluwikbop — from kpBapuaab i.e narrow” — “a narrow cave”, I'laulrox] — "a salient hill",
KwBapumab kIxlam — "a narrow gorge", Klyaus6 xlxlan -"a big gorge ";

The Lezgin language: Uxu mybp3 — “a big crest”,/lap klam — “a narrow gorge”, I'bsIpKkbyb peKbUH

mien -“the beginning of the wide road”;

The Dargin language: Xyna spkl “a big river”, bumrlen myp — “a little boulder”, I'esipula
WHHKB — “a narrow cave”, Xymnail pyrupu — “a big hollow”,/lu6rls pyryptu — “a small hollows”, Xyna
mypu — “a big rock”, Xynan xpymu — “big arable lands” , Byxben xby — “long arable land”, Xyma rlsmu
“a big hole”, Axpun 3uamsaB “a high pipe/duda”.

e according to the characteristics of the flora (that is, geobotanical objects): the Avar language:
Cannpmabannan — “barberry glade”, Méxanl -“in birch trees”, Kypakyxlklam — “apricot gorge”,
Hyullnna kIklam — “gorge at the reeds”;

The Lezgin language: Ynulek camap tlyp — "a hollow of onion gardens";

The Dargin language: Xbuxxsana xlynrsu — “a walnut grove”, Kapkkuna Oaxua — “apricot
garden”, KeBspumna Oaxua — “a peach garden”, Mpsenna kwpartm — “a gorge of the forest onion”,
Xlsukymna keatrti — “a gorge of wild garlic”, Cunou — "the field where sprouts were grown", Yuanmbasa
xlynreu, Ylurls xpartén — “reed gorge”, Maxbia Oypxluna — “birch sunny slope”, Xwbspna qupks — “a
pear glade”, Cepxpmia xkpakba — “a gorge of wild garlic”, XKynyOypr — “cornel hollow”, Kbs0xbypena
Kpaza — “a walnut gorge.

o by fauna features: the Avar language: banlukIklanx — “wolf gorge”, I'lanrypu klklan — “a gorge
where jackals were found”, Makkukwsop — “pigeon cave”, XIaitHoxb0 — “a cave where donkeys
take refuge”, Ulynyn klklan — “eagle gorge";

The Lezgin language: Jlanapun kyn — “standing of heifers”;Hunep xlyurl — "the hill of devils ";

The Dargin language: Xax6unlamia kparti — “a gorge of the jackals”, Kpsuana my3se — “a top of

the goat”, Maccaina xbpapaxb — "a winter standing for small cattle (lit. sheep)", XIsaiiranrtania nepme — “a
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farm of animals”, Bama tranm — “mouse-hill", Kpaunemna 3unykp — "calf standing", Tlyxena rlsmpu -
“holes of badgers ”, X' bupxwana rluaurn — “jackdaws spring”, Ylakana nmc -“eagle rock ”.

e names of objects directly or indirectly associated with natural phenomena: the Avar language:
Hlemnnabaiiman — “on the fire platform”, I'laitacun parlan — “land with snow piles”, Llarpapu
klxlar -“a gorge where the Tsagar river flows (River-fire)”, Basynaparlan — "the place where
you can freeze”;

The Lezgin language: Me3pe BupuH rybHe “a slope at Mezra lake”, Me3pe BupHH Taxta — “a

ILevel place at Lake Mezra”.

The Dargin language: SI6n1 nupxpa0 Kbakba — “a narrow gorge, where the horses were chopped”,
Yubun xpsHabmn Baila “forest on the upper northern slope”, Youn xpstnadun Baula — “forest on the lower
northern slope”, Kurtn kpsulypmena xps6 — "overpass over higher turns", YTtu xbsulypmena xuso -
“overpass of the lower turns”, Kes0a 6sxlnurpabun pabrrap mypu — “Boulder-book on the slope of
Kyaba ”, )KyrbyTl kaBmm6 xpatTadmn rluannn — “a spring in the gorge where a Jew was killed ”, Illun
nyxIHa0® nHuKbNa XITHKBIBTH — “depressions with water inside the cave .

A significant group is formed by possessive microtoponyms included in the following subgroups:

e otanthroponymic names: the Avar language: I'lenyn kkypa ramaul — “the stone near which

Elune was caught”, Ammunn Xlaxwmsacyn HoxbpO (mlake mlamapaB unm ByklyH Byro),
I'Ma6aynarsmn HOxBO — “a cave of Abdulakh”, MypamuroxI — "a hill of Murad" or "the hill
where they ask for the dreams to come true", Camuxlunrlypo — "a glade of Salih *;

The Lezgin language: I'vasxu0y06an rysmoer "the grave of Hajibuba, where they ask for the dreams
to come true";

The Dargin language: Uyna MyxIsmmaxba xbpBo 0sxI — “the top of the arable land of Chupanov
Magomed”, I'lsmmn XDspkuxpa manlabun mmnkean — “the mill of Appi Gadzhi on the shady side”,
Ancynxpa xbyipena rlumarta xabpu -’the cemetery behind the house of the Alsunovs", XlsBama
rluanmma nrtebnn Maiizan — "a glade on the Hyava spring”", TI'lamma nlunrra rlunatta xpymu — “the
arable land behind Appi monumnent”, I'lsmma nlwnrra rlmrattu mypou — “mowing behind Appi
monument”, [eiix I'sxmamma mup — “Sheikh Ahmed’s sanctuary”, Tabat xbyckapsxbpuB XIsmyk — “the
path along which Tabat was dragged."

e Names giving information about ethnicity: the Avar language: Byulymmepmia poxp —

“Butsrinsky Forest”, I'voulnepun poxs — “Butsrinsky Forest”,

The Dargin language: I'lsipadna xIs6pu — “Arabian cemetery”, XKyrprlamia kparTn — “a gorge of
the Jews”, XKyrprlamma xupobu — “Jewish cemetery”, Dpmyntemua xlap6u — “Armenian cemetery”,
Opmyntema xIs0pu — “Armenian cemetery”, I'lsman mspu — "Andiysky pond", Byayrynana reyan —
"Lak road", Bymeuuy pypcmna nlenrra -“the momument of a Lak girl”, T'Tap6yk]l xpypaOupreBan
Mycca — “the place of rest of the Arbuktsev / Kubachintsy”.

e Names giving information about the socio-economic situation, about the profession of people

living or residing: the Avar language: Illors6pacyn xldparl — “thief’s hole”,
I'vaparoxpazynroxl;

o “Beggars' hill”, Bexpyklyne ramaul — “the stone on which the shepherd sits”/
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The Dargin language: Yumena rlunun — "utsmela spring”, Yumena xpyppena 6axlna yprlypmu —
“thrashing-floors of the slope of Utsmiev’s houses”, ['lsmukpamia ypurlu — “a thrashing floors of the
beloved”, Parlar xpapaxs — “the dependent Kutan”, Bsiina xpapaxs — "Kutan bai", llIsrTsaken Oaman
reynu — "the road on which beggars go".

e names that in one way or another reflect the activities of people: the Avar language —
Pyunaklklan — “a gorge, where there is a corral”, Kumyrla (from xpmm — “dry sheep
droppings”) — “on dry sheep droppings”;

The Lezgin language: Tlyna aBaii nuklep — “arable land in the hollow”, HakeB arbypHIali mem —

“a slope where clay is mined”.

The Dargin language: I'lsayuykbabac nypasu “The digger’s thrashing floors”, bsaxlunu yrran
mypa — “Kosyemy Byakhi' mow”, Kpagnxbva mypa — “Kadiev’s mowing”, Kpaauxpa mMypa — “on a
thrashing floor", Kspsitlane — “on a dryer (a place in the garden where fruits used to be smoked and dried)
, Ypun pypKby Xbsi01a XbXbyHH — “a road to the horse training pass”.

In addition, we considered it possible to include microtoponyms and names in this group that
reflect popular beliefs about unclean forces, since they are also associated with a person, provide
information about a person’s perception of the sacred and help express his attitude to the sacred: the Avar
language — Kseprasyn klIxlan — “a gorge, ravine with buildings."

The Dargin language: Barpurna kpaga — "witch's gorge", XKarpana6ma kpaga — "a hell, hell's gorge”,
[Taiirla mrypmu — "rocks, boulders of the devils", lleiitlynranna ksartu — "the gorge of the devils"

The names of locogenic geogenic objects possess fewer microtoponyms. The following subgroups
can be identified:

e according to the name of the nearby geogenic object: the Avar language: I'senloxm -
“Getsokhi”, I'lémepuyna — “Emerchuda”, XloxIoma keypd — “the rock of Khokhod”, Cuan
reapccan — “gorges of Sidi”, Haxeurbypmu rteapac -"behind the Gyurkuldy gorge”,
I'vaxpykpHOXBO — "a cave in Akutl area", IlyntlamaroxI — “the hill in the Shuntala area”,
lyntlana rlypo — “glades in the Alula area”, Haxpbaxbpaa — “glades in the area of Shuntala”,
Haxbsbakbma — “behind the sunny side”, I'lansama poxs — “forest in the area of Atlada”,
Kanupoxs “Inner forest”, lllorso — "Shoho area™;

The Lezgin language: Taxpunauk kBaii uka “a place at Takil”, banaunan anaii uka — “the place at

the dam”, Capyrbian kpa3Maiipuxs — “at the dugouts of Surugalan”;

The Dargin language: Ypxspsaxpu apkbsH ThyHH -“the road is going in Urkara”, I'lyulapu
xbpxbyHH — “the Road to Itsari”, Xainakena 0srl — “the wall of Kaitag”,Makanucna kpartu — “Majalis
Gorge”, Upuanrna 0srl — “the irchants' slope, by the settlement of Irici. "

e according to the name of a nearby anthropogenic object: the Avar language: ['lenyn kkypa

ramaul- "the stone, near which Elune was caught";

The Dargin language: YamcynBapa gurlsaBupran gynna — “the forest in which Chamsulvara hid”,
Muxwmnasnu 6enl kaOymmowmn ulsakl — "the glade where Shikhilav killed the wolf", Kkukknnaii kaitano
mrypmu — “rocks from where Kikida fell.”

e according to the location of one object relative to other (geogenic and anthropogenic) objects

from a position of range / proximity: the Avar language: Youdnpaksanma- “chval, chval”,
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Pocynpa reopkbe klklanm — “the gorge going through the village”, Tlunklnyks klklan — “the
gorge, where there is a dripping spring”, Porlopoklklan — “the gorge through which the pipe
goes,”T'papkpto rox] — “an inner hill”, TIaarsyrn — “on the upper hill”, [{onaxa — “In the area
of Shcholada”, Myna klklam — “a gorge at the source”;

The Lezgin language: Bunn Bupen — “on the upper pond”, Bune ulyp — “haymaking on the upper
pond”, KsBen3ux ranait uka — “the place behind the stone ”, Illenbuiipan anait nukep - arable lands on
Shenby .

The Dargin language: I'bBsiprila kbatTe usixxu — “the waterfall of a narrow gorge”, Xpanula xnBa
oyxInama — “the inner side of blue arable land”,JlakkypbOanna kbakbe — “at the top of the heights”,
Harnurys — “the garden in the middle”, Mysena xbBsuTl — "the nape of peak”, Chyatyalya peaks (Upper
Chyabyan), Uurtnp xpane xb10 — "the height of the upper northen slope", Y6sxI Oykepna xpartnn -
“Gorge of the lower cattle site"/ (Temirbulatova, 1991).

7. Conclusion

Thus, the names of geogenic objects in the Avar microtoponymy are semantically heterogeneous.
The analysis of microtoponyms showed that names of a qualitative nature prevail among them. This
phenomenon is associated with the desire of people to notice the features of natural geographical objects
and give them names — markers that serve to orient themselves on the ground, which is especially
important for rural residents.

Thus, the human environment is heterogeneous. It is subdivided into the natural environment
where natural processes dominate, and the anthropogenic one, in which processes initiated by man prevail
(Superanskaya, 1957). Thus, the significance of the proper name stands out in the language plan. It levels
proper names with other parts of speech, highlighting and combining them with each other. At the same
time, the main thing at the language level is the assignment of a word to a proper name. In this regard,
those who limit the semantics of the proper name are right to the certain extent. For example, to
understand a toponymic name, it is enough to understand one or several unfamiliar words — proper names,
by their sound, phonetic composition, morphological components — for a deeper understanding of the
meaning, a more careful attitude to the components contained in it is required (Tagirova, 2010).

At the same time, many names of geogenic objects indicate a direct connection of geographical
objects with man and his economic activity. This relationship is revealed by microtoponyms of a
possessive nature. Locative microtoponyms give us approximate information about the location of

objects.
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