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Abstract

The article deals with the concept of metatext in the modern linguistic science. Elements of metatextuality
appeared in literary works since people began to think about the specifics and nature of literature, ponder
on the creative process as such. Usually the appearance of the metatextuality phenomenon is associated
with the penetration of the reflexive principle into the structure of the literary text. It is given a brief
description of the leading researches in this field. The general and main source of the modern conception
of metatextuality is the idea of MM Bakhtin's dialogueness, which introduces the concept of "another's
word" and "two-voiced word" (it can be regarded as a metastructure) in literary dialogue. Today the problem
of metatextuality is dealt with by such scientists as Yu.M. Lotman, M.N. Lipovetsky, N.V.Lukina,
A.Vezhbitska, T.Ya.Andryushchenko, N.l.Ryabtseva, V.A.Shaimiev and others.

It is given a definition of the metatext. The author considers different types of classifications of
metatext in the works of leading researchers in this field. The author researchers and analyzes the metatext
in some works of russian post-modernism writers V. Pelevin, N. Baitov, E. Popov. There are given the
definitions of metatextual element and metatext. The author attempts to classify different types of metatext
and makes the conclusions about the functions.
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1. Introduction

Modern linguistics as well as a number of other humanitarian disciplines that study various aspects
of human activity have recently shown increasing interest in the communicative aspects of language. At
the same time literary communication is at the forefront. In modern research there is a tendency to actively
study the status of speech subjects of literary communication as carriers of certain notional positions, to
identify ways of influence on the addressee and to consider the actualization of dialogical links in various
types of text. The dialogueness of any text is manifested as a kind of attitude for a certain recipient, as an
impulse, which determines the principles of text-making. The appearance of the metatextuality

phenomenon is associated with the penetration of a reflexive principle into the structure of a literary work.

2. Problem Statement

The study of metatextuality is today one of the most recent problems of philological science. The
attention of many scientists in linguistics, semiotics, culturology has been attracted by the phenomena of
"metatextuality” and "metatext™ for the last decades. But there is no unity in the interpretation of these
concepts in the above areas of science.

One of the founders of the metatextuality concept is MM Bakhtin and his idea of dialogueness, which he
uses by analyzing the metatextuality of a novel. The main point of this idea is that the word, which for the
hero is a way of image, for the author is also the subject of the image. This situation is typical for novels.
The scientist-philologist Yu.M. Lotman was one of the first who wrote about meta-textuality as an
independent problem. He pointed the early emergence of metatextuality elements in the literature, which
reveal the reflexive component of literary creativity.

After the work of A Vezbicka, the concept of metatextis studied in linguistics, but it is defined and

developed in different ways. This fact indicates the ambiguity and problematic nature of this phenomenon.

3. Research Questions

The range of research questions includes:

1. Analysis of the metatextual layer of postmodern works. Postmodern literary works are a kind of
"superliterature™: their main problems are the existence of a text culture in general and the literary text in
particular. Creativity is one of the main problems in the postmodern text. It is already laid in the principle
of autoreflexion, which is in the center of postmodern aesthetics. In this sense the preponderance
ofmetatexts in postmodernism is natural. This fact determines our interest in this literary direction.

2. Classification of metatext types. In the works of leading researchers in this field there is no single
definition of metatextuality and metatext as well as single classification of types of metatext.

3. Identification of the functions of different types of metatext.

4. Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this research is to study the metatextual layer in the works of Russian postmodern
writers (V.Pelevin, N. Baytov, E.Popov), identify the various types of metatext and its functions.
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5. Research Methods

The research presents an analysis of the metatextural layer in the aspect of linguistic expression and
functioning. Research methods are a continuous sampling method; method of contextual analysis used in
the study of the implementation of the value of metatextual means in the linguistic and extralinguistic
contexts; method of transformation analysis used to identify the metatext potential of certain text elements;

the typological method used to categorize the different types of metatext.

6. Findings

Traditionally it is accepted that the study of metatext in linguistics began in the works of A.

Vezhbitska. The researcher considers any text as two-text: the text itself and the commentary part to it.
Such a relationship can also arise with one's own utterance, when the speaker estranges his own words,
shares his authorship. Thus, the metatext is a text in a text.
According to A.Vezhbitska, metatext is words and expressions having as a referent a certain text and
pointing to the subject of the statement, the link between the fragments of the text; emphasizing the
author’s estranging his own words; Explicitly or implicitly mentioning the process of speech itself. These
aremetaorganizers and metatext components (Vezhbickaja,1978).

A somewhat different understanding of metatext we find in R. Jacobson’s works. Metatext elements
are elements of speech that have a metalanguage function, the essence of which is to make the code of the
text the subject of speech (Jakobson, 1985).

N.I. Ryabtseva defines metatext as a communicative "deixis", indicating the topic of the statement,
organization, structuredness and coherence of the text (Rjabceva, 1994).

For V.Shaimiev, metatext is a pragmatic-situational formation reflecting specific situations of
creating, commenting and perception of the main text (Prikhoda, 2017).

Thus, there is a narrowing or widening of the metatext concept, the heterogeneity of the metatext
layer, which emphasizes the need for classifying metatextual inclusions.

Among the researchers of the phenomenon of metatextuality, there is no consensus on the classification of
metatexts.

A.Vezhbitska distinguishes metatextual forms with the semantic element "to speak”; "Meta-
organizers”, indicating the topic of the statement; "Metaorganizers"”, signaling the order in a logical
sequence; metatextual elements that establish equivalence or quasi-equivalence within the text
(Vezhbickaja, 1978).

V. Shaimiev distinguishes metatext of two types:

- Intrametext - metatext operators (parts of statements) inside the main text, explicating pragmatic speech
meanings.
* Separative metatext - distanced from the main text of formation (Prikhoda, 2017).

For Vande Kopple, metatext is a composition-syntactic phenomenon. He distinguishes textual and
interpersonal metatext. According to the author, the textual metatext structures the text as a whole and
separates the main and secondary information. With the help of interpersonal metatext, the author expresses

his attitude to the content of the text and maintains contact with the reader (Prikhoda, 2017).
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Based on the research data, we attempt to classify metatext inclusions within the framework of the literary
text. The material for the study are metatextsfrom the works of Russian postmodern authors (V.Pelevin,
N. Baitov, E. Popov).
We propose to distinguish two groups of metatextual inclusions:
» Metatextual elements;
* The metatext.
Metatextual elements are words and expressions that have as a referent acertain text and fullfil a
metatextual function (the subject of attention in the text is the process of its creation, the principles of
construction, coherence, the reader's perceptual possibilities).
We can divide metatextual elements into several groups:
o Metatextual forms with
explicit element “rosoputs”: Bnpouem, mul cauwkom 0oa2o 206opum 06 obesvanax.. (Pelevin, 2018); O
memxke mHe ckazamv noumu Heueeo (Pelevin, 2015); Ho xkpumuxu ne nonumaiom (myuuiue Kpumuxu,
YMHbLE, — NPO ObLONIO, HAOMEHHO 80POMsUEe HOC O «camodesmenvHocmuy, s He 206opio)..(Bajtov, 2018);
Hosmomy ne 6y0y nosmopsimuvcsi. CKadcy mMONbKO, YMO Makem Hawel pakemvl Obll GblNOIHEH 8
namypanvnyio geruquny (Pelevin, 2015); Hago cka3aTh, 4T0 3THM BOIPOCOM s 33aBaJICs €Ille B JIETCTBE
(Pelevin, 2015);
e Metatextual forms with implicit element “rosoputs”: Kopoue, nemo nocie cedbmozo xkiacca
owvi1o ocapxkum u noionoim (Pelevin, 2015) (We can suggest the following semantic record:
Tosopio kpamio, umo Jiemo nocie cedbMo20 Kiaccd..);
e Metatextual elements emphasizing the author’s estranging his own words: 9mo raodo 6uir0 6ot
ObIMb NOTHBIM OMCMANBIM OePeBeHUUHOU, YMOObl 8epUmb, KAK NPU COBEMCKOU gracmu, O6yomo
ov1 uckyccmso... (Bajtov, 2018);

e Metaorganizers of statement:

1. Elements indicating the topic of the statement: Ymo xacaemcs Kuma, mo ezo
npoexm.. (Bajtov, 2018); Peub udem o nabope pummuzo8anHvix U 6ecbMd
NOIUCEMANMUYHBIX U3-3a C80ell omonumuunocmu 3axaunanuil.. (Pelevin, 2018);

2. Elements indicating the direction of thought: Bnpouem, Tamapcxuit nuxozoa ne
611 onvuum mopanucmon.. (Pelevin, 2018);

3. Elements signaling the order in a logical sequence: Ho oaoice semns c
PA3CANUHAMU  UMREPUIl U YUSUIUZAYUL HOSPYIHCANACh 6 KOHYe KOHYO8 6
ceunyoswiil oxean.. (Pelevin, 2018); K smomy 661600y npugoounu, 60-nepevix,
Kraccudeckas gpeuoucmexasn accoyuayusi, 00yClo61eHHAs YBEMOM NPOOYKma;
60-6mopwix, no2uyeckoe ymosaxkmiouenue.. (Pelevin, 2018).

o Metatextual elements reflecting the doubt/confidence of the speaker: Hasepno, dero Gvino ne
MOABLKO 6 3aMeUAMeENbHbIX 6KYCO8bIX Kawecmeax smozo nanumka (Pelevin, 2018); Aumupyccxuii
3ae060p, 6Geszycnosno, cywecmsyem.. (Pelevin, 2018); Tamapckuii, koneuno, wnenaguoen
cosemckyio gracms 6 6oavuuncmee ee nposigienuti (Pelevin, 2018);

e Metatextual elements indicating main and secondary information: Iiasnoe — sospems

o63agecmucy xopowumu moszeamu! (Pelevin, 2018); Cosepuenno acrno, umo npu cocmasnenuu
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CKONbKO-HUOYOb CEPbe3HOU PEKIAMHOU KoHyenyuu ciedyem npedicoe 6ce2o yuumoieams..(Pelevin,
2018);

Metatextual elements with a cataphorical function: Eouncmeennoe ob6wscnenue, xomopoe
npuxoouno emy 6 2onoey, ooviio credyrowum... (Pelevin, 2018); U mym cayuuroce
nenpedsuoennoe.. (Pelevin, 2018);

Metatextual elements with an anaphoric function: Yeepennocmu, kax s yoice o6wsasun, y mens nem
nu ¢ uém.. (Bajtov, 2018); Bo-nepewix, Kax ACHO U3 BbLIUECKAZAHHO20, MO  OONHNCHA
ObIMb HEy8ePeHHOCMb(KYPCU8  asmopa).  scmemuyeckoe  HeOOyMeHue,  Oadxce  HeKds
pacmepsnHocmy, ceolicmeennas ounemanmusmy (Bajtov, 2018);

Metatextual elements that duplicate the actions of the speaker, which the reader can guess in
context: Cnauana — umobwsi cpasy nosicHUmMb — s 0003HAYY CE0U IMOYUU' Kauecmeo X HenpusimHo
wmne..(Bajtov, 2018) (The reader understands that the speaker explains his attitude to the subject of
speech - the quality of "X");

Elements that fulfill the metalanguage function (the language simultaneously becomes both a
research object and a research tool): Ocmamounviii aumepamypoyenmpusm peoaxmopos u
uzdamerneil — ceoe2o poda peauxmosulii beavitl wiym cogemcxou ncuxuku (Pelevin, 2018); Jo uezo
arce amo bvlia npexpacnas memagpopa kapveprozo kommynucma (Pelevin, 2018); Jaowce mupnoe

€080 «Ousaiinepy (Kypcue agmopa) Kazanocs comuumenshvim Heonozusmom (Pelevin, 2018);

In linguistics the META component means the most important property of the language - the ability to

describe

itself, the reflexivity underlying the concept of metatext.

We define the metatext as a complex of linguistic means having as a referent a certain text and serving

creation,

258

evaluation and perception of specific speech situations within the framework of this certain text.

We consider it necessary to distinguish:
Metatext of developing a specific situation (clarifying the meaning): Wmax, mue npuoémcs
nazeams e2o «X» u coeepuuums 60Kpye 2mou uCKOMOﬁ, HO He HA3bl8AeMOll CMbICIIOBO0L MOYKU
Heumo epode pumyanbHo20 Xopoeooa (crosechozo, pazymeemes) (Bajtov, 2018); On nocmynun
68 MexHuyecKuu uHcmumym — He nomomy, 4mo nooun MexXHUuKy (620 cneyualbHocmbvio Obliu
Kaxue-mo 21eKmponiasuibible nedi), a nomomy umo ne xomen uomu ¢ apmuto (Pelevin, 2018);
Metatext of commenting a specific situation: A4 & uckycemse 6oobwe ysepennocmo
omepamumeilbHd.: OHA CamMo0080IbHA U XAMOBAMA (He 2060psl YoHC O mMOM, 4moO KOHEYHO
HenpoOoyKmueHa... eepree, wice-npooykmusna) (Pelevin, 2018); CCCP, xomopwiii nauanu
0OHOBIAMY U YIYHUIAMb NPUMEPHO M020a dice, Kozoa Tamapckuil peutus CMeHUums npo@eccuro,
YAYHWULCA HACNMOJIbKO, YUMo nepecmail Cyuecmeoeanisb (ECJZM eocy()apcmeo cnocobno nonacmo
6 nupearny, amo owvln kax paz maxou cayyait) (Pelevin, 2018);
Metatext of evaluative commenting (speaker'sattitude to the situation): Omo ewé nasvieaemes
«npusHanuemy (Kypcus, 3HaKu NPURUHAHUSL ABMOPA). XYOOUCHUKA HE BOCHPUHUMANU 8CEPHES,
cuumaniu eco ()OMOPOM/;QHHI)IM U HEBHAMHbBIM (K‘aK’, donycmuM, UMNpecCcuoOHUuCmos 60 @pGleﬂlu
Ha gone «X-6020» uepméncnuxa Dnepa) (Bajtov,2018). Of particular interest in this case is the
word draftsman - "a specialist in drawing, making drawings" (Efremova, 2018). However, in

combination with the proper name Ingres (a precedent personality, an artist, one of the leading
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masters of the classicist trend in France) it acquires an emotionally negative connotation,
manifesting the author's negative attitude toward this precedent personality and the situation as
awhole.

e Metatext of reader’s activation: Bom, nanpumep, st uacmo oyman — kmo sce maxou s? (Pelevin,
2015); Cmpanno ycmpoena uenoseueckas ncuxuka! B nepeyio ouepeowv el HysCHbI Oemalil..
(Pelevin, 2015);

e Metatext revealing the process of creating a text — a referent text: K coorcanenuro, zomoés
JHCYPHATILHYIO 8EPCUI0 POMAHA, 51 ObLL GbIHYIHCOEH COKPAMUMb €20 NOYmU HA mpems. 8edb
orcypHan "3nama" He pe3uHosblil, a OYMAXNCHBLI, U He2odce d8mopy NUPO8Aams HA e20 CIPAHULAX
3a cuem opyeux ceéoux xonnez (Popov, 2003); IHomepsn s 20e-mo Kak-mo 6010 USHAUATLHYIO
Humo ... Bom ceedxcuii momy npumep - cudicy s cetiyac 3a CmosoM U NblMAalocb COYUHAMb, a

CamMoMy max u Xo4emesi Rockopee 3mo ckopbornoe 3ansmue ocmasums (Popov, 2003);

7. Conclusion

As a result, the metatextual layer of a literary work is quite extensive and heterogeneous. Metatextual
elements according to A.Vezhbitska are "foreign" parts in the text, they do not create a separate
semantically autonomous text, they are inherent to many texts and fulfill primarily the functions of
coherence and clarification of the meaning of a specific situation in the text.

The metatext is most typical for the postmodernism works. This is quite an independent text serving to
ensure the global coherence of the text-referent, the development of specific situations within the text, the
introduction of text comments, the evaluation of the situation and contributing to the successful interaction

of literary communication participants.
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