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Abstract

The article views peculiarities of evaluative interpretation of professional activity in modern fiction. Cognitive-
discoursive analysis of evaluative interpretation of professional activity in lexico-phraseological system of the Russian
language allows to determine common and individual cognitive schemes of evaluative perception of professional
activity, gives a holistic view of cognitive and axiological guidelines and dominant professional senses in the Russian
linguoculture. The article contains some findings of the research of evaluative interpretation of professional activity
in Zakhar Prilepin’s novels “Sankya”, “Sin”, “Black Monkey”. Revealed are linguistic means of multifaceted
evaluation of professional activity from the professional’s and non-professional’s stances, implicit evaluative senses
about professionals, salient for the Russian culture evaluative categories verbalized by the elements of the Russian
lexico-phraseological system, determined is the mechanism of constructing professional’s image in the evaluator’s
consciousness. The article points out that the artistic word is able to successfully, in the right direction from the point
of view of value guidelines and socio-economic premises, position a particular profession. The responsible writer can
“pack” the necessary implicit evaluative senses in the text about the profession, correct the existing image of the
profession in the society. Positioning of the profession is thus carried out by profiling a component of the system of
evaluative categories, the most important for the Russian national culture, verbalized through lexical and
phraseological units, taking into account the specifics of the professional field, socio-economic needs of the society.
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1. Introduction

The study of evaluative interpretation of professional activity in lexico-phraseological system of the Russian
language is done within the cognitive approach of modern linguistics. Cognitive-discoursive analysis of evaluative
interpretation of professional activity in lexico-phraseological system of the Russian language allows to determine
common and individual cognitive schemes of evaluative perception of professional activity, to reveal multifaceted
character of their formation, gives a holistic view of cognitive and axiological guidelines and dominant professional
senses in the Russian linguoculture. The problem of evaluative interpretation of professional activity is brought to a
new level connected with the elaboration of cognitive-pragmatic conception of language transfer of evaluative

knowledge about the profession.

2. Problem Statement

The analysis of linguocognitive peculiarities of evaluative interpretation of professional activity in lexico-
phraseological system of the Russian language aims at solving the problem of interaction of language, consciousness
and culture, of correlation of linguistic and mental structures. From this stance the mechanisms of reflection in lexical
and phraseological nomination of national and cultural stereotypes, translation of value guidelines are investigated,
the parameters of evaluative categorization of professional activity are revealed, cognitive principles and mechanisms
of evaluative conceptualization and categorization of professional activity in lexis and phraseology are determined,
the laws of formation and development in the language of evaluative senses, and discoursive features of the formation

of evaluative meaning on the material of modern fiction are defined.

3. Research Questions

Consideration of the peculiarities of evaluative categorization of professional activity allows to identify the
structure of knowledge about the ontology of human consciousness, the mechanisms of interpretation of different
types of knowledge and experience. Significant is a holistic cognitive-pragmatic description of the units of lexical and
phraseological systems of language associated with the evaluation of professional activity, substantiation of cognitive
and communicative factors of formation of the evaluative sense, as well as determining the nature of interaction of
structures of everyday and professional knowledge in the formation of the evaluative sense about professional activity

in order to model the evaluative knowledge of professional activity in the Russian linguoculture.

4. Purpose of the Study
The purpose of the study is to explore, describe and model processes and mechanisms of transfer of evaluative
knowledge about different professions in the modern Russian literary discourse, that underlies the evaluative

interpretation of professional activity.

5. Research Methods
The research is done within the cognitive-discoursive approach to the study of linguistic phenomena, the
essence of which consists in the study of language as a condition and instrument of cognition in active interaction

with the structures of consciousness, based on the position of unity of cognition and communication.
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The claimed purpose of the research has determined the choice of the following general scientific and specially
scientific methods and techniques:

1) systematic method that allows to understand the process of language transfer of evaluative knowledge about
profession as a whole complex of interacting elements;

2) descriptive method that includes methods of observation, comparison, interpretation, classification and
generalization of the material under analysis;

3) method of conceptual analysis that comprises component analysis (to study the content aspect of language
units), discourse analysis (alloy of language, knowledge and communicative-pragmatic situation), allows to reveal
characteristics forming the structures of the studied concept, to classify and to interpret them;

4) modeling method aimed at explaining the nature of various professions in the framework of the Russian
national views of the world;

5) method of frame analysis and conceptual metaphor as a method of studying interpretations of knowledge

about the world in language.

6. Findings

This article presents the results of the study of peculiarities of evaluative interpretation of professional activity
in Zakhar Prilepin’s novels “Sankya” (2006), “Sin” (2007), “Black monkey” (2011). Works by Zakhar Prilepin, one
of the key figures of the modern Russian literature, winner of many prestigious awards in the field of literature, active
public figure from Nizhny Novgorod (Russia), “new Gorky” as he is called by some critics, reflect the current
problems of the Russian society, his works are bright response to the important historical events of our time. Zakhar
Prilepin’s books reproduce the thoughts, stances, opinions that exist now in the society, as well as the attitude of the
author to what is happening in the country.

On the pages of the above mentioned novels we meet different characters’ statements about the work of
doctors, journalists, police officers, actors, etc. Most of the linguistic means of evaluation of professional activity
found in these novels verbalize multifacetedevaluation of the work of professionals from the outer observer’ stance,
however there are several examples of intraprofessional evaluation. Evaluative linguistic units correlate with the
structures of everyday / professional consciousness (concepts as mental formations reflecting the structure of everyday
/ special experience) (Golovanova, 2011). Their analysis is carried out in connection “with the processes of language
categorization and conceptualization and in relation to cognitive structures of knowledge”(Aznacheeva, 2013).

So, in Zakhar Prilepin’s novel “Sanka” underlined are arrogance, self-importance, businesslike behaviour of
police officers as representatives of the state authorities,opposed by the main characters of the novel. Evaluative
perception of the authorities structural units presupposes actualization of negative psychological characteristics of a
professional, namely complacency as a type of self-esteem, arrogance, vanity:

(1) HenpemeHHsiii oduep, MOJOILEBATO, ¢ 8bI3060M cMompawull B Toamy. Ero naenvie pyku — Ha BepxHeit
nepekIagnHe Orpajbl, OTACISAIOICH MUTHHIYIOIUX OT ONIOCTUTENeH NpaBomopsaka u ot Becero ropoaa (Prilepin,
2016a);

(2) Heckombko ycaThIX TOIIOJKOBHUKOB, MO WX OyIIIaTAMH YraIbIBaIHCh OOWIBHBIC JKHBOTHL I /1€-TO
JIOJDKEH OBITh W TIOJIKOBHUK, camblil éasichblil u denosumuiii (Prilepin, 2016a).

Despite various state measures to support doctors, teachers, workers, the status of these professions remains

far from prestigious today, it is rather “destiny”, fate, a suffered (or a completely random, thoughtless) choice:
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(3) Just crapukoB paboTa — 3TO 3eMITIO MTaxXaTh WM — 3aBOJ, WM OOJNBHMUIA, WK IKoJa... VI oHu mpassl. Ho
CETOMHS Mmakou mpyo cTan — B OONBIINHCTBE CIIy4aeB — yOenoM ar00ell He 04eHb YOauaUusblX, 3aeHAHHBIX HCUSHBIO
(Prilepin, 2016a).

Nevertheless, one of the characters of the novel speaks positively about the medical worker: he calls the nurse
“a kind ghost”, carrying out physically and emotionally difficult work — care for the sick. The cognitive model of the
space-source “a kind ghost” is transferred to the space-target “invisible and intangible presence” and space-target
“kindness, help, care”:

(4) Bpaun mombuti pykn u yuutd. Ocranack MeAcecTpa, CTapeHbKas, Oenas u Hezamemudas, Kak 000poe
npusudenue (Prilepin, 2016a).

In another example we see verbalization of such evaluative criteria as worker’s zeal (responsibility) and quality
of work. The author brings to the forefront a thorough, reliable performance of professional duties:

(5) «Pabotath Hamo..» — HEMPHUA3HEHHO TOBOPWIM eMmy HHoraa. «S paboraro..» — orBeyan Cama. OH
JCHCTBUTEIHHO paboTai — HHOTa TPY3HJI, HHOTIAa Pa3TPy’Kajl... OMHAXKIBI HA 3aBOJIC... OXPaHsI, MoaAMeTal. Bee Ha
cosecmy (Prilepin, 2016a).

Evaluation of actors’ professional activityisfound in the novels “Sanka” and “Sin”. Actor is positively
characterised as venerable, flawless, his voice sounds rich and important, his facial expressions and gestures are
skillful and beautiful, he even coughs artistically:

(6) Omnpenenenno, be3neToB cram MOXOX TMOBagKaMH Ha Mmacmumozo meampanvhozo axmepa(Prilepin,
2016a);

(7) ... Banmuec 6bu1 cmapeviwuum axmepom Tearpa KOMEIUH HAIIETO TOPOJA: MHAUYEC 3a4eM Obl MHE K HEMY
uaTi. HUKTO He cTall JOMBITHIBATLCS Y MEHS Yepe3 BEPb, KTO 51 TAKOW, — 8 CAMbBIX Q0OPbIX COBEMCKUX MPAOUYUSIX
06epb packpuliacs Hapacnawky, Koncrantun JIsBoBuu ynsidancs (Prilepin, 2016b);

(8) OH ObLT HEBBICOK, TPY3HOBAT, Iies B OOMIBHBIX MOPIIMHAX BBIAAaBajia BO3PACT, HO Oe3ynpeumsvill
akmepckuil 20710¢ no-npedichemy 38yuan bozamo u éasxcro(Prilepin, 2016b);

(9) Bammec kypwi, OBICTPBIM JABIDKCHHEM CTPSXHBAJ TeEMel, >KeCTHKYJIHPOBal, IOJAHUMAIl OpOBH U
3a[epKUBaJl MX UYyTh JOJbIIE, YeM MOJXKET 3aJepXaTh BCKUHYThIE OpOBHM OOBIYHBIN uenoBeK, He apTuct. Ho
KoncranTtuny JIpBOBHUY BCE 3TO IIUTO — BCKMHYTHIE OpPOBH, B3IJIAABI, Nay3sl. becemys, OH Bce 3TO ymeno u kpacuso
paccrasis. Kak maxmarsl, B onpeenaenHom nopsiake. A oagice kauenw e2o owvin apmucmuyen (Prilepin, 2016b).

In the novel “Sin” evaluation of the work of psychologists, magically influencing the minds of people, is found:

(10) — A... mcuxonorom He padotan?

— Her.

— A b Mor 0bL. Mozeuzaeosapusams(Prilepin, 2016b).

Profession of a journalist is negatively evaluated in the novels “Sin” and “Black monkey”, and this evaluation
is intraprofessional, done by the representatives of the journalistic professional community. Here evaluative
statements are based not only on the emotional level of perception, but also on the normative one, expressing
compliance / non-compliance with some ideas about the good-quality result of professional activity, worker’s high
qualification:

(11) OmHaXxOpl s Kak 4YeJOBEK, 3apabaThIBAIONINIA Ha KHU3HB JIFOOBIM CIIOCOOOM, HAXOISAIIMMCS B PaMKax
3aKOHa, B TOM YMCJIC U HanucaHuem MLUZOyMHOuV uenyxu, O6bll{H0 Cﬂyofcau;eﬁ HanoJjiHeruem caszem, HaAIPOCUIICA K

Banecy Ha unrepsbio (Prilepin, 2016b);
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(12) — A xypHanIuCTBHI BOOOIIE HUYETO HH B Ye€M HE MOHMMAIOT. Tax npunsamo. W mumyt 060 BceM. Imo
2N1ABHOE HCYPHAIUCIICKOE 0€L0 — HU YePMA HU 8 YeM He pasoupamsCs u 8bickazvleamuvcst no aooomy nogody(Prilepin,
2016b);

(13) A pabotato B rasere.

CI/I)Ky B 0OJBIIOM NMOMCUICHUH, T'AC TPYAATCA CIIC IMATHAAUATH YCJIOBCK, KOTOPLIC cozoarom mamepuaibsl
pasnoti cmenenu nowinocmu (Prilepin, 2015).

In the novel “Black monkey” the example of positively evaluative interpretation of the image of professor is
found:

(14) Ipodeccopa moiimManu y ero mogbe3aa.

benvie myghau, 3a0ymuusnlii 106, Ha Kpacugoii pyke 8 Kpacusblx ceOblX 60J0CKAX 51 @nepsevie NPUMemu
Kpacuevle 4acbol. OH HHCKOJILKO MHE HE YAUBUJIICA. }lame IonkbITaJaCA yJ'II)I6HyTI>C$I, HO HC BBIIJIO, U HUYECT'O, YTO HEC
BeIIILIO, 1 JanHo (Prilepin, 2015).

From the above given examples of evaluation of professional activity we see that evaluative perception
presupposes mental emphasis / accentuation of a particular aspect or characteristic feature of professional activity
(moral component of professional’s personality / prestige of the profession / worker’s qualification / quality of work,
etc.), construction (not just reflection) in the evaluator’s mind of the object of evaluation (in this case, the image of a
professional) simultaneously with the correlation of this image with the typical characteristics of a good / bad worker
existing in the Russian linguoculture. So this is the mechanism of interpreting the knowledge about professional
activity in the human consciousness, of forming the linguistic view of the world with different configurations of

collective and individual knowledge about the profession and its representatives.

7. Conclusion

The artistic word is able to successfully, in the right direction from the point of view of value guidelines and
socio-economic premises, position a particular profession. The responsible writer can “pack” the necessary implicit
evaluative senses in the text about the profession, correct the existing image of the profession in the society.
Positioning of the profession is thus carried out by profiling a component of the system of evaluative categories, the
most important for the Russian national culture, verbalized through lexical and phraseological units, taking into
account the specifics of the professional field, socio-economic needs of the society.

The study of the mechanisms of movement of senses and conceptual transformations allows to identify
cognitive schemes, trajectories of evaluative interpretation of professional activity, to determine the multifaceted
character of their formation. Linguistic analysis of various units of text and discourse about the professions allows to
identify the cognitive processes involved in the structure of the knowledge and national-cultural value meanings in
evaluative interpretation of a particular profession, to develop cognitive technologies of successful positioning of

professions.

References

Aznacheeva, E.N. (2013). Some aspects of linguocognitive study of professional consciousness. Bulletin of
Chelyabinsk State University. V. 24 (315). Chelyabinsk, 18-23.

Golovanova, E.I. (2011). Introduction into cognitive science of terminology. Moscow : FLINTA : Nauka, 224.

Prilepin, Z. (2015). Black Monkey. Moscow : AST, 287.

Prilepin, Z. (2016a). Sankya. Moscow : AST, 416.

Prilepin, Z. (2016b). Sin. Moscow : AST, 320.

246



